Important Notice for Parents Regarding the Future
of Recreational League at Bear Creek

For the past several years, we have seen an uptick in competitive league teams in both
baseball and softball. By Competitive, | mean formed teams, who sign up asateam. Asa
direct result, we have seen our recreational league signup numbers go down. What this
means is, the number of parents who sign their child up as an individual to be placed on a
team by Hannibal Parks & Recreation, has reduced. Less teams are formed and a wider
range of ages are playing against one another.

Below are some numbers | thought were noteworthy. Rec League includes T-Ball, Coach
Pitch, Machine Pitch (boys and girls) and Baseball/Softball for approximately 10 years of
age and older. From the total number, | broke down baseball and softball sign ups also.
“Competitive Teams” are those that come to us and sign up as a team and not individual
sign ups like Rec League.

e 2023
o 396 kids were signed up for Rec League
= (56) 7"/8" Grade Baseball
= (26)5"/6" Grade Baseball
e 82 Baseball
= (10) 7*/8™ Grade Softball
= (20) 5"/6" Grade Softball
e 30 Softball
o 18 Competitive Softball Teams
o 2024
o 344 kids were signed up for Rec League
= (25) 7"/8" Grade Baseball
= (34)5"/6" Grade Baseball
e 59 Baseball
= (8) 7"/8" Grade Softball
= (17)5"/6" Grade Softball
e 25 Softball
26 Competitive Softball Teams
4 Intermediate Baseball Teams (Fall League)



e 2025
o 307 kids were signed up for Rec League
= (17) 7"/8" Grade Baseball
= (26) 5"/6" Grade Baseball
e 43 Baseball
= (10) 7*/8" Grade Softball
= (18) 5"/6" Grade Softball
e 28 Softball
o 35 Competitive Softball Teams
o b5lintermediate Baseball Teams (Summer League)

As you can see, with the numbers above, we have had to combine some 5™ and 6" graders
with 7" and 8" graders just to have a league. We understand the younger kids might get
frustrated and not want to return to baseball/softball. Not the environment HPR wants to
foster! This is the reality in Hannibal and many other communities as well. It’s worth noting
prior to Hannibal Parks and Recreation taking over the facility, the numbers were such they
had to combine the four age groups then also.

| don’t have any great advice or fix for this. | wish we had an abundance of kids in both
leagues to support a competitive atmosphere. But the reality right now seems to be kids
are practicing and concentrating on one sport longer, sometimes year-round, than when |
was a kid, baseball and softball included! | believe there are far less dual sport kids than
there once was. I’m not saying that’s good or bad, it’s just reality.

Now that you know what we are seeing, onto why | wanted to write this:

Hannibal Parks and Recreation does not form Competitive Teams. They are formed by
parents/coaches in the community. Something | hear a lot, especially from parents just
getting into it, “l didn’t know tryouts were last year”. Normally speaking, tryouts are around
the middle of July. That allows the team to be formed and practices to start. Some teams
play fall tournaments and practice throughout the winter. (Remember when | said
baseball/softball were included in year-round practice?) Some start to play tournaments in
March and usually wrap up around the first week of July. Then, tryouts again for some
teams and the process starts over. If this is something you might be interested in, check
our Facebook page daily starting around the middle of June. Many area teams ask us to
post their tryout dates/times. The ages vary from 10u up to 16u and sometimes 18u.

We have had many conversations with parents, coaches, and those who understand the
trend we are seeing. A difficult decision has been made to not offer recreational league



beyond machine pitch. This is traditionally around 10 years of age. T-Ball, Coach Pitch,
and Machine pitch (both boys and girls) will see no change. We understand change is
not popular, and | anticipate this will not sit well with some. But please know this change
was not easy for us either.

| anticipate one question to be, “Why can’t we just offer it?” Understandably, a valid
question on the surface. Butif we offer it, and parents anticipate their child being able to
play on a rec league, and then one can’t be formed, that child is out for the entire summer
because he/she didn’t have an opportunity to sign up with another team. If we educate
parents/grandparents now and get the word out that they should be looking for teams to
play with, we feel like we give them and the kids the best opportunity to be able to play. Not
all teams will be the same and some will not start practicing in January. Those will have to
be questions for the coaches at the time of tryouts, to make sure parents find a good fit for
their child.

Itis my hope that parents of young kids are able to find and read this. If for nothing else, to
have the information to make an educated decision on the direction they would like to go to
get their child into baseball/softball in the area. Both baseball and softball have been a
part of my life for almost as many years as | have been alive. Itis our goal to have the best
ballpark and leagues for our youth as possible, and that all begins with our great
community.

See you at the ballpark!

Chad Collier
Assistant Director
Parks & Recreation



